Unsafe caregiving practices experienced by 3-year-old children born prematurely.
Unsafe caregiving practices were studied in relation to risk factors for unintentional injuries as reported in the literature. A total of 54 premature children at 3 years of age and their mothers were observed twice in their homes for 2-hour periods, and the HOME Inventory was scored at one of the visits. Field notes from these visits were analyzed for unsafe practices, including hazards in the environment and inadequate parental supervision. Unsafe practices occurred for approximately 30% of the children studied. T-tests indicated that children with no unsafe practices had higher HOME scores than children with unsafe practices. In addition, lower HOME scores and later birth order were correlated with a greater number of unsafe practices. Maternal age and education, family size, child birthweight, and maternal perception of child vulnerability were not related to the presence of unsafe caregiving practices. The findings also suggest that the HOME Inventory may have promise as a useful tool in screening for unsafe caregiving of preschool children.